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FOUNDED 1944; National Urban League Affiliation, March 1945; Civic League established August 1983.
The Civic League, formally the Urban League, of Greater New Brunswick is the oldest professionally staffed community -

based, 501(c)3 civil rights organization serving Central Jersey.
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The Academy of After School Excellence
Civic League of Greater New Brunswick Awarded Federal Grant
by the Fund for the Improvement of Education (FIE)

he Academy of After School Excellence  received a $190,000 one year
grant through the offices of Senators Frank Lautenberg and Robert Me-
nendez to formalize and ex-
pand the Leagu
after school effort with the New Bruns-
wick Board of Education. The Acad-
emy engages certified teachers and
offers an innovative curricula to coor-
dinate the Leagued
gram with the day school learning
process. This is accomplished, in
part, through the introduction of
emerging methods of delivering infor-
mation to youth and adults through the
application and use of broadband and
wireless technology. The Academy
will establish a model for engaging
elementary/middle school aged stu-
dents in a healthy, safe and educa-
tionally productive environment . One
demic performance, while possibly decreasing juvenile crime and delinquency.

The Academy is targeting more than 200 elementary and middle school students (4™
to 6M/7™ grades), along with family members. The federal grant would assist in devel-
oping an urban after school model to demonstrate the benefits of utilizing a virtual
wireless environment in an extended day learning setting. The program will increase
the number of students served through
graphic arts technology. Program participants will continue to have access to many
of the traditional and non-traditional after school experiences.

The Academy conducts other academic and enrichment activities to compliment the
daily classroom curricula. Activities include Robotics (pre-physics), Movie Production
(group activity), Website Design (leadership activity), along with other group activities:
Diversity Club, Financial and Career Development sessions, Recreation/Sports, Sat-
urday School program and Visual/Performing Arts.

Parental Involvement: Parents will be invited to participate in a two month series (bi-
monthly workshops) in the new year that will focus on the use of mobile devices (i.e.;
cell phones, PDA, text messaging pagers) and how to use this equipment as a re-
source to effectively communicate with their child.
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AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMMING

he Leaguebds After School Programsdé objective i

nities for New Brunswick students with a structured, seamless after-school tutoring and

homework assistance effort. The Civic League of Greater New Brunswick, in cooperation

with the New Brunswick Board of Education, has continued its elementary after school pro-
gramming for the Lord Stirling Community School (third to fifth graders) and New Brunswick Middle
School (sixth to eighth graders). As described on the
cover page, the Academy of After School Excellence
at the Paul Robeson Community school also serves
students in second through fifth grades. The program
hours are from 3:15 pm to 6:00 pm at the elementary
schools and 2:35 pm to 5:30 pm for Middle School stu-
dents. The after school programs are open to all des-
ignated grade students at no cost.

Academic skill building, including homework assis-
tance, is provided to all students participating in the
Program. Academic Coaches/Teachers work with stu- gr¢
dents one on one and in small group learning sessions J' A
utilizing PLATOE, a compu\,
gram, to build their academic skills. Using the '
PLATOE Program, student a
fied for possible intervention as indicated by their final
grades or state test scores. The Academic Coaches
targets those academic problem areas and direct the
student to the computer activities that will help them master the required skills.

The daily after school programming also includes enrichment and recreational programming activities.

Students can participate in a variety of clubs focused on areas such as financial & career develop-

ment, diversity & culture, and a range of athletic skill building activities. Program enrollment is a vol-

untary process, with all participants submitting a completed application with signed parental consent.

The 2009-2010 school year after school programs, focusing on students academics, began at the ele-
mentary schools and the districtés Middle School o

The Program also engages parents, faculty, and qualified community members who are supportive of
this youth devel opment effort. iThe continued sup
Superintendent Richard Kaplan enables the League to service more than 300 elementary and middle
school students with innovative targeted services,

2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR
STUDENT SUPPORT PROGRAMS
New Brunswick Public Schools
Grade/Program
Elementary High School
2nd 4th  5th 6th  7th  8th 9th 10th  11th 12th
Academy of After Sch, Exec. o ° :
Elementary After School o———— o
Middle School Extended -Day Program S
7th Grade Step -up Program @
8th Grade Intercede Leadership Program
AT&T Accelerator Program
Summer Institutes
Whitney M. Young , Jr.
Rosa L. Parks |
Rosa L. Parks Il
Intercede Club/Scholars
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7th Grade Step Up/8th Grade
Leadership Programs
2009-10

The Civic Leaguebdts 7th and 8th grade | eadership |Ipro

Brunswick Board of Education, Johnson & Johnson, and New Brunswick Hub Teen Center. The 7"

Grade Step Up Program was established during the 2002-03 school year with 56 participating students. It
was an effort to engage middle school age students in program activities directed toward building personal
confidence, self-esteem and social problem-solving strategies. The 8" Grade Intercede Leadership Pro-
gram began a year later, 2003-04 school year, to support the students who completed the 7" Grade Step
Up Program of the previous school year. Over the past six years, 326 seventh graders have completed the
Step Up Program. During the five (5) year period of the eighth grade program, 213 eighth graders have
completed the Program and entered high schools in the New Brunswick area. The programs for the 2009-
10 school year are projected to serve approximately eighty (80) 7" grade students and fifty (50) 8" grade
students. Enrollment for the Leadership program is voluntary with 7-10 students selected from each
school.

All New Brunswick school district 7th grade students were offered an opportunity to participate in the 7th
Grade Step Up activities and workshops. Planned sessions include presentations on career exploration
and goal setting. This after school program is designed to promote building Self-Esteem, Self-
Development, Goal Setting/Decision Making, and Conflict Resolution. Upon completion of the curriculum,
participants will become eligible to participate in the 2010-11 school year 8th Grade Intercede Leadership
Program.

8th Grade Intercede Leadership Program: Students are selected from New Brunswick elementary
schools by the school principals and Grade Advisor. Planned monthly sessions include presentations on
career exploration, civic responsibility and goal setting. Preference is offered to those students who previ-
ously participated in the Leagueds 7th Grade St g
gram is designed to promote Civic Responsibility, Self-Development, Empowerment, and Conflict Resolu-
tion. The program high-

lights include Empower-

ment Civics, which takes

a hometown-first and le-

gal rights-based approach

to civic education that

teaches students the

value of civic engagement

in a local environ-

ment. Annual meetings

are held in the spring with

the New Brunswick

Mayor/City Council mem-

ber and the school Super-

intendent/Board of Educa-

tion member. Upon com-

pletion of the curriculum,

8th grade participants will

become eligible to partici-

pate in the Civic League's

Whitney M. Young, Jr.

Summer Institute.




